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- Having thus far enforced the Pratice of this commu-
nicative Virtue, I proceed . .. .

I To lay before yéu, the neceflity of foll;ywing his
example, from the confideration of his goodnefs to us.

He is bountiful.and kind from the effentiat goodnefs
of his own nature, and becaufe it is his meoft glorious at-
tribute fo tobe. And as he is, beyond the utmoft ftretch
of expecation liberal and munificent, tho’ no additional
happinefs can accrue to him, .from the poor impotent
creatures that bafk in the funthine of his favours : fo we,
influenced by the force of fo great.an - example, or inci-
ted by fome inherent principle of chriftian perfection,
thould not fit down firft, and compute what account our
good intentions, kind offices, or works :and labosr -that

proceedeth of Love ™ to our indigent brothers,  will tura
to : but heedfully obferve and purfue, thofe excellent

rules of Generous compaffion prefcribed by our Great
Mafter, and his Apoftles. © As Chrift boving loved bis
own; loved them unto the end' 5 .not with fudden fallies’
of paffion, but with a love unfeigned, iffuing from that
inexhauftible fpring of goodnefs, which was ever flows
ing, ever diffufing itfelf, upon all who fought, or recei-
-wed its, communications ; fo fhould -it be our conftant
.endeavours to raife our affeGtions to the conftancy and
-perfeverance, the -fincerity and extent of his love. - As
- St. Fobn explains it, not in word onky, but in deed and
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in trath ™. Not growing hot or cold in our inclinations,
according to the ebbings and flowings of uncertain-for-
tune ; but proceeding upon the fteady principles of Rea-
fon and Religion. Such as are always fixed and confif-
tent with themfelves, and if purfued as they ought to
be, will not fail to make us increafe, and to abound in

love one towards another, " as in fociety particularly, fo

generally toward all men.

- Chriftianity in the general ( for I now enter not upon
the melancholly divifions fo rife among us ) never cir-
cumfcribes our benevolence within the narrow confines of
Nature, Fortune, Profit, or Perfonal Obligation. 'What
I would advance is this : That we reftrain not our love
to our next neighbour only, this being meerly a point of
conveniency—Nor to our acquaintance folely, this being
the effe@t of inclination purely to gratify ourfelves—Wae
dre not to carefs our friends’ only, becaufe gratitude and:
common juftice require even that at our hands—Nor yet
thofe efpecially from whom we expett to receive benefit,
for this intereft and policy will prompt us.to — Nor our
" relations only, for this the ties of blood and meer nature
dictate — Nor is our love and charity limited to them
particularly who are of the fame Church or Opinion
with us : for by the very fame reafon that we are indu-
ced to believe ourfelves in the right, they ‘may imagine
themfelves fo too ; and what we may judge to be a
perfection among ourfelves, they may condemn as a
‘blemifh. Beit fo then : that in fome points or rather
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modes of worfhip we may differ or diffent from- each o-

~ ther : yet ftill the LODGE reconciles even thefe—Theve

we all meet amicably, and converfe fociably togetheﬁ-—‘
There we harmonize in prmczpals, though we. vary in
punétilioes — There we join in converfation and inter-
mingle interéfts — There we difcover no eftrangement
of behaviour, . nor alienation of affetion — We ferve
one another moft readily in all the kind Offices of a
cordial Friendthip. Thus are we united, tho’ diftin-
guithed : united in the fame Grand Chriftian Fundamen-
tals, tho’ “diftinguithed by fome circumflantials : united
in one important band of Brotherly Love, tho’ diftin-
guithed by fome Peculiarities of femtiment. ‘

- Freedom of Opinion thus indulged, but its points
never difcuffed, is the happy influence under which the
unity of this truly Ancient and Homourable Society has
been preferved, from time immemorial. And whoever
is an Upright Mafon, can neither be an Atheift, Deift,.
or Libertine. ‘For he is under the firiéteft obligation to
be a good man, a true Chriftian, and to.aé with honour
and honefty, however diftinguithed by different opinions

_in the circumftantials of Religion. Upon which account

MASONRY is become the Center of Union, and the
means of conciliating friendfhip among men that mighs
bave otherwife remained 'at perpetual diftance ; caufing
them to love as Brethren, as Heirs of the fame hope, Par-
takers of the fame promifes, ‘Children of the fame God

and Candidates for the fame Heaven. ,

" But 'to return from this dlgreﬂion, into whxch the’
fub_]e& hath mfcnﬁbly led me.

' The
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The neceflity of our following.Chrift’s example, par-
«icularly. in-our love to each other : flows from. the con-
fideration of his goodnefs to us : in putting on bowels
.of Charity for the moft miferable, the moft defpicable,
‘the moft negligent, the moft mu’bakcn, the moft obftinate,
-the worft of men, the moft implacable of enemies, nay,
.the moft revengeful, that even thirfted after his blood—
In all this Chrift is our pattern, He died, and in the inex-
.prefiible agonies of 2 moft painful and ignominious death,
he prayed for thofe inexorable perfons, who were Ac-
tors, and Caufes, of this moft tragic fcene. And there-
‘fore from this illuftrious example does the Apoftle urge
us, and moreover our own very Confitution teaches us,
that all bitternefs, and wrath, and anger, ayd clamour,
.and evil-fpeaking be.put away from us, with all malice,
And that we be kind -one 1o another.® We ourfelves
(-befides thefe. apoftalic mﬁruéhons ). being taught . qf
God, ta love one another.

L have now gone through my two propofed heads of
:difcourfe, tho’-not fo fully as I might, as being willing 10
referve the more ufeful reflections on- the prefent Occa-
fion—Which I beg Jeave particularly to Addrefs to you,
my Right Worfbipful BroTuers, at whofe requeft I
now ftand here,. and which I therefore hope -will preve
" the more acceptable. N

We read that whcn Tertullus pleadcd againft St Paul,
that the chief accufatxon whereon he founded his Plea,

2 Eph. 4. 31; 3% . .
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was, bis being ringleader of the feft of the Nazarenes *—
and this feft ( faid the Jews ) we know that every where
it is [poken against 5. And wherefore was this fe& fo
fpoken againft ? Was it from any evil they knew of its

“profeflors ? Or from meer ignorance or blind prejudice ?

We find nothing of the former, but -undoubted proof
of the latter. And this I take to be pretty much our
cafe, in refpect to Mafonry — as flowing from the fame
corrupted principles. I have had the Honour of being
a member of this Ancient and Honourable SocieTy
many Years, have fuftained many of its offices, and can,
and do aver, in this facred place, and before the Grand
ArcurTECT of the World, that I never could obferve
ought therein, but what was juftifiable and commendable
according to the ftricteft rules of Society. This being
founded on therules of the Gofpel, the doing the Wil
of God, and ke fubduing our paffions, and highly con-
ducing to every facred and focial virtue. But not to
infift on my own experiences, the very Amriguity of
our Conftitution furnithes a fufficient argument to
confute all gainfayers. For no combination of wicked
‘men, for a wicked purpofe, ever lafted long. The
‘want of virtue, on which mutual truft and confidence
is founded, foon divides and breaks them to pieces.
'Nor would men of unqueftionable wifdom, known in-
tegrity, ftri¢t honour, undoubted veracity, and good
fenfe ( tho’ they might be trapand into a foolith or ridi-
“culous fociety, which could pretend to nothing valuable )
‘ever continue it, ( as all the world may fee they have
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done, and now do ) or contribute toward fupporting and
propagating it to pofterity. —

. As to any objections that have been raifed againtt
this fociety, they are as ridiculous as they are ground-
lefs : — For what can difcover more egregious folly
in any man, than t¢o attempt to vilifie what he knows
nothing of ? At that rate, he may with equal juftice
abufe or calumniate any thing elfe that he is unacquain-
ted with — But there are fome peculiar cuftoms among
us 3 furely thefe can be liable to no cenfure, hath not
every Society fome peculiarities, which are not to be re-
vealed to men of different communities § — But fome a-

‘mong us behave not fo well as might be expected : we

fear this is too true, and are heartily forry for it, let us

therefore every one try to mend one: but even this ob- .

Joftion is of no weight with 2 man of ingenuity and

candour. For if the.unworthinefs of a profeffor, cafts’
a reflection upon the profeffion, it may be inferted by pa-

rity of reafon, that the mifconduc of a chriftian, is an
argument againft chriftianity. But this is a conclufion
which I prefume no -man will allow, and yet it is no
more than what he muft fubfcribe to, who is fo unrea-
fonable as to infift on the other.

Upon the whole then, it appears that the Rules of:

this fociety have a direét tendency to render Converfation
agreable, as well as innocent ; and- fo to influence our
practice, ‘as to be ufeful to others, and profitable to our
fclyes 3 for to continue in Amity, and maintain a fair
correfpondence, to be difpofed reciprocally.. ta all offices,

of humanity, and to a& upon mutual terms of Benevo- -

lence, which are the Charaerifticks of Chriftianity, are
' C B likewife

.
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kewide the Cement of this Seciety < Abd-bavt Gops: 3t
is to affift, Comfort, and Relicva- the: opprefipd,, | M
not now obferve. Nor is it lefs obvious, how pleafant it
is to contribute to- the. innncént . delight, » apd peomate
the lawful advantage of one anathes ; and. 2bways i
converfe with fecurity without any the Teaft ﬁafpmn “'
fraudulent, mjuﬂous, or mahcxous pnéMe& . :

qu in order ¢ cher@fhand’ pramo!e»(diab ha!meny
within doors and- withoyt-; Bler usfaé - hotd & the
fureft means to flop- the mouth of detradlion, by eni
deavouring to-kead a pure end unhlemithed K. Let)
us confider riry Brethren' that'riot the repusation 'of one/
only- but that of the whole Soclety is iffefied by & bro-!
thers mifbehaviour. Invefted as we are-witl that diftia-
guithing BADGE, ‘which at this Day is the Glory ef the'
greateft Potentates upon earth, We. fhould feem to- Bk,

Beneath the dignity of our profeffion. Bt us then ol
worthy of aur ‘vocalzon% : and : do"lonour' 4o our’ pro-

”f"'-‘

?

Lt us reJch i every qppprr,uﬁlty of ferving and’ o-’
bhgmg each other, Yor then and” oniy qhgn aré “we an-;
fwering the great end of our inftitution.  Brotberly love, -
Relief and Trutb, oblige us not only to be compaffionate
apdd benevolent, bur to gdgxmx&er .that gelief. and cqIp-
farts which the cqndmpp of any. member requxres, and.‘

. wg can.beflow withont, manifeft mconvcmencc tq .our-

felves, . Nqamﬁ;l d;{ﬁmplgugn of aﬁ'e&lon can evc; be’

.
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Aowed among thofe, who aré upon 2 Lev¥l, nor can
perfons who live wirhin Cbmpaj.'f, -aé¢ otherwife than ‘#p-
* W the Syware confifteritly with the Golden rule of doing
&5 they wonld be'done 8y.  For ambng ‘us évery one - isy
ér Mrould be another fdf : fo that he that hates another
fuft neceflatily abhor himfelf alfo : He that prejudices
another, injures his ownnirure ; ard he that doth not
relieve a diftrefled Brother Rarvcs a member of his own
body ; but theri this relief is not to be beftow’d u1pon
the idle, indolent, and extravagant ; but upon the une
formnate, mdu&mous, fucccfsleﬁ brothcr B

- Ler us ‘fieft remember the rcgulatlons of this Svm’lL
are calculated not“only for the prevention  af efmity,
wrath, anid differition ; but for the promotion of. Love,
l'eace and Fncndihxp 5. then here furely. ‘converfation
muft Be attended with mutuaI co;mf-idencc. freedom, - ana
oihiphcency. . He who neither contrives mifchief againit
others, nor f‘ufpe&s any againft himfelf, has his mind
a}way ferene, and his.affections compos’d, . All the hu-

ah Facylties rejoice in Order, Harmony, and Proportion §
%thxs otir Society fubfifts, and upon this depends its

ifdom, Stiength, aml | Beauty. - Let thetefore no natrow -
‘diftinctions dxﬁ;ompofe this goodly Frame or difturb.its
Symmeiry.” But when'geod and. worthy Men o&'er them-
felves, let them ever have the firft. place in our Efteom.
‘%ut\as for the abeuorsof Atheifm, Irrehggon,Lxh;tumﬁm
Infdelity, let us in the Words of the prophet * fbhake our
bamls from them Ju{’c as a perfon would do, who hap-
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pens to have burning-coals or fome venomous creature
faftening upon his fleth. In fuch a cafe none would
ftand a moment to confider ; none would- debate with
himfclf the expediency of the thing ; but inftantly fling
off the pernicious incumbrance ; inftantly endeavour to
difengage himfelf from the clinging mifchief : fo fhould
every upright Mafon from fuch perilous falfe Brethren. ,

There is one effential property which belongs to our

Craft, which had like to have flipped me, and which,
however.condemned, is highly worthy ofall applaufe 5
and that is, Secrecy. All that fhould be difclofed of a
Lodge is.this, that in our meetings we are all good-na-
tured, loving and cheerful one with another.. But what
are thefe fecrets # why, If a Brother in neceflity feeks
relief, ’tis an inviolable fecret, becaufe true Charity vaun-
teth mot itfelf. * If an overtaken Brother be admonifhed,
*tis in fecret ; becaufe Cbarzty is kind. . If peflibly Tl
differences, feuds, or animofities * fhould invade our
peaceful walls, they are ftill kept fecret, for Charity [uf-
fereth long, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no Evil. —
"Fhefe and many more ( would time permit ) which I
could name, are the embelifhments that embhlazon the
Mafon®s Efcutcheon. And as a further ornament, let
us add that arematic. /prig of Caffia, of letting our light
[o fbine before men, that they may fee our good works
and that whereas they [peak against us as evil doers tbey
tay by our good works which they. foali bebold glorify God."

!

r2 Cor. 11. 26. ' 1 Cor 13. 4 2 Pet 2. 12!
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In order to which, Lord we pray thee that thy graee
may alway prevent and follow us and make 4s conting~
ally to be given to all good works through Fefus Chrif¥
our Lord ; to whom with the Father and the Holy Gheft,
three Perfons, and God cternal, immortaly invifibley b4
Hanour and Glory forever and ever. AMEN.
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